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the French emigrants; moreover our representatives never gave the matter anything but the most perfunctory attention. In many cases they failed to realize that even the most scattered members of a great nation should not abandon their nationality. I will not countenance the malicious saying, that many of our official representatives abroad feel the presence of other Germans to be a nuisance; but I must say of the navy that it was on the average much more zealous in linking up German sentiment and instilling into it pride of the homeland. Wherever there was a German colony we worked to strengthen the national associations across the sea. The most varied occasions were useful for holding Germans together: we passed over all class differences; this was much easier to do in Eastern Asia than anywhere else because there was no serving-class among the Germans there. Divine service brought us together. On the Emperor's birthday everybody who spoke German was invited; all possible kinds of people were to be seen on board ship that day. Out there language and blood have much more binding effect and all frontier lines disappear; the Austri-ans everywhere reckoned themselves among us, and even the Swiss too. Our merchant shipping, which was formerly only too ready to ingratiate itself with other merchant services, was also made more national by these endeavours on the part of the navy.
I should like to illustrate how the naval officers' corps conceived this service to Germandom by quoting from a letter written to me on my birthday, March,